1273 (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
21, CARLTON HOUSE TERRACE. Jan. 31. 1886.
Mr. Gladstone submits his humble duty to Your Majesty and
in anticipation of an audience, for the honour of which he hopes
tomorrow at Osborne, without any attempt at particulars,
which he reserves, he troubles Your Majesty with a few words on
the result of his labour thus far in the execution of Your Majesty's
commission.
His first duty was to ascertain how far the colleagues with
whom he was last associated were available for the peculiar
exigency of the present occasion.
He feels justified in stating that the tone of Lord Hartington
and one or two other former colleagues, who do not feel able to
join personally in his endeavour, is notwithstanding highly
satisfactory to him.
On account of a most painful difficulty, the removal of which he
is not yet able to announce with confidence,1 Mr. Gladstone has
scarcely entered on the business of making proposals as to par-
ticular offices, with the exception of some few which were he
thought fit to be treated as special.
They are as follows :
1.  Sir Farrer Herschell, late Solicitor  General, is humbly
recommended by Mr. Gladstone to Your Majesty to be Lord High
Chancellor.
2.  Mr, Childers, to resume the office he held in 1880 as Minister
of War,
3.  Earl Sydney to resume his office as Lord Steward.
4.  Mr, John Morley to be Chief Secretary for Ireland with
a seat in the Cabinet.
5.  Mr. Chamberlain will be proposed to Your Majesty for
high office but the name of Sir C. Dilke will not be submitted
under the circumstances of the present moment.
6.  Mr. Arnold Morley, son of Mr. Samuel Morley lately and
long M.P. is humbly recommended to be political Secretary to
the Treasury.
1 Sir C. Dilke had been cited as co-respondent in Crawford #. Crawford.
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